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4 MESSAGE was ; brought 8 the Lords þ wipe 
Maſters i in Chancery, returning ſix bills ſent up by this 
Houſe, agreed to by their Lordſhips without any amend- 
ment. Ordered to the Lord Lieutenant to be eertified 
into Great Britain, | 


Lord CASTLEREAGH 1 cc That the Houſs 
do at its riſing adjourn to the Iſt of J une. ordered ac. 
cordingly. 


Lord CASTLEREAGH preſented to the Houſe a 
Meſſage from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
ſtating to the Houſe, * That his Excellency having 
taken into conſideration the extraordinary high price of 
corn in this kingdom for ſome time paſt, confiderably 
above that ſtandard which the wiſdom of Parliament 
had eſtabliſhed 3s the criterion for opening the ports of 
the-country for the admiſſion of foreign corn, and ſeeing 


the apparent probability that the price af. grain would 


riſe conſiderably higher if meaſures were not adopted 
to prevent the diſtreſſes which would accrue from ſuch 
2 circumſtance, his Excellency had given orders for 
the opening the port of the country for the admiſſion 
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of foreign corn, and judged it neceſſary to communi. a 


cate the ſame to the Houſe of Commons.“ 8 


| The Meſſage being read from the Chair, was order- E 


ed to 'be entered on the Journals; and upon the mo- 
tion of Lord CASTLEREAGH, the Houſe reſolved 


| forthwith into Committee to take the ſaid Meſſage in- 
to conſideration. His Lordſhip explained to the Com- 
mittee, that if the average price of grain throughout 


the kingdom had been acted upon much ſooner, it 
would have juſtified the meaſure now taken by his Exe 
cellency—a meaſure, however, which did not ariſe 
from the apprehenſion of any preſent” ſcarcity of grain 


in the country, but rather as a meaſure of precaution to 


guard againſt the poſſibility of any ſcarcity which might 


ariſe at a future period, in conſequence of the lateneſs 


of the preſent ſeaſon. —His Lordſhip concluded by mov- 
ing an addreſs of thanks to his Excelleney, which was 
agreed to, and being drawn up forthwith, was approved 
by the Houſe, and ordered to be preſented to his Ex- 
cellency, by ſuch Members of this Houſe, as are of | 


his es e 8 moſt honourable woe Council. 


* 


Mr. M. MASON having moved that the Speaker do 


| Ade his writ for the borough of Kilmallock, in the 
room of C. S. Oliver, Eſq. who had eee the El- 


cheatorſhi P of Munſter, 


Mr. DAWSON ſaid, that he had no bieden to 
the writ being iſſued, but at the ſame time would take 
occaſion to aſk the noble Lord on the Treaſury Bench, 
why the Eſcheatorſhip of Munſter had been given to the 
gentleman, in whoſe room the writ of Election was re- 
quired, and refuſed to an | honourable Friend of his, 
_ [Colonel Cole] who having been. appointed to ſerve 
n N — 7 CR 5 the 


| 8 
the iſland of Corfu, as a Britiſh officer, aſked the noble 
Lord for that nominal place, the Eſcheatorſhip of 
Munſter, in order that, as he could not diſcharge his 
duty to his Sovereign in that quarter of the globe, and 
fulfil the truſt repoſed in him by his conſtituents in 
this, he might give thoſe eonftituents an opportunity 
of being repreſented in Parliament and their intereſt 
ſupported, —This the honourable Colonel aſked, but 
what was the reſult? He was actually refuſed! Mr. 
Dawſon ſaid, he felt pained to relate ſuch a circum- 
Nance in that Houſe, but juſtice to his honourable Fr jend, 
and juſtice to the country, demanded of him to aſ the 
Miniſter, why it was that he made fuch a uſe of the 
prerogative entruſted to the Crown, for the purpoſe 
of maintaining the freedom and privileges of Parlia- 
ment; and to aſk the noble Lord, why it was that his 
honourable Friend was ſingled out for ſuch an excr- 
ciſe of that prerogative, while every day other Mem- 
bers of that Houſe were ſuffered to vacate their ſeats ? 
The fact was, and he called upon the noble Lord to 
deny it if he could, that the Eſcheatorſhip of Munſter 
was, in this inſtance, refuſed, becauſe the electors of 
Enniſkillen had fixed on a relative of the honourable 
Colonel as his ſucceſſor in that Houſe, who would ſup- 
port the independence of his Country againſt the pro- 
ject of an Union becauſe it was intended that Colonel 
Cole's ſeat in the Iriſh Parliament ſhould be filled by - 
a gentleman [Mr. Balfour] who had already conſpicu- 
_ ouſly manifeſted his reſpe& and attachment to that 
Parliament and the liberties of his country, by the re- 
ſolutions which he brought forward in the county of 
Louth/ in oppoſition to the meaſure of an Union; and 
becauſe the noble Lord was afraid to ſee ſuch a man 
within the walls of that Houfe. In what he [Mr. D.] 
had ſaid on this ſubject, he was authorized by his 
honourable friend, Colonel Cole, and was put in poſ- 
B 2 ſedſſion 
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ſeſſion by him of much more of the converſation that 
paſſed between him and the noble Lord, than he would 
then repeat; and he called upon the noble Lord, as a 


Miniſter acting upon fair and honeſt principles, to come 
forward and candidly avow what were his motives for 


acting by his Honourable Friend in a manner ſo appa- 
rently partial and unhandſome. It was an explanation 
which the noble Lord owed to himſelf, to that Houſe, 
and to the Country, and which he 25 555 Ren he 
would not decline giving. 


NY 


_—_ SERJEANT faid, that his right honourable 


Friend who fat beſide him, would be very much want- 


ing to the duty which he owed to his Sovereign, and to 
the ſituation in which he ſtood, if he were to enter into 
any explanation, or aſſign to any individual of that 

Houſe the motives inſſuencing him in the exerciſe of a 
prerogative of the Crown to do ſo were in effect to 
reſign that prerogative and betray the intereſts of his 
Sovereign, and therefore his advice to the noble Lord 


would be to maintain utter ſilence on the ſubject. 


Mr. O'DONEL ſaid, that the right honourable and 
learned Serjeant was a very careful guardian of the no- 
ble Lord, under whoſe banner he had enliſted, and had 
impoſed a very prudent ſilence upon him, but as he 


had not the ſame power over his lungs, he would ex- 


plain the reaſons for this prudential filence. Much was 
ſaid every day of the Auſtrian Generals, and the feats 


of the Archduke _ Charles were the theme of public 


converſation and applauſe, but they were nothing to 
thoſe of General Corruption, who ſerved under the no- 
ble Lord, in effecting the overthrow of the Conſtitu- 
tion and Independence of Ireland, and it was becauſe 
the honourable Colonel was an honeſt opponent of this 

| General 


8 d 7 , 
General Corruption, thit he was refuſed the liberty 
of vacating his ſeat—it was becauſe he ſupported 


the liberties of his Country againſt the profligate and 
wicked meaſure of an Union, that he was refuſed the 


Eſcheatorſhip of Munſter, in the expeQation that he 
muſt either ſtay at home and reſign his regiment, or go 
abroad, and thereby give a vote more to the Miniſter on 
the next diſcuſſion of his favourite meaſure, 


Mr. A. MOORE was proceeding to peak to the ſub- 
jet, when 


Mir. ORMSBV ſpoke to order. He ſaid that as 


member had been announced to the Houſe as having 


accepted an office of profit under the Crown, it was 


unconſtitutional to debate the queſtion before the Houſe, 
inaſmuch as it was unconſtitutional the People ſhould not 
be repreſented—for by the Place Bill, the ſeat was actu- 
ally vacated from the moment of that acceptance, and 
he appealed to the Chair if in ſuch eaſe it was not man- 
datory to iſſue the writ ? 


The SPEAKER ſaid, that as he had been called upon, 


he muſt declare, that it was not mandatory, for then 
there would be no neceſſity for putting a queſtion on the 
ſubje&—and he ſaid the Houſe had a 8 to debate any 
queſtion before it. 


Mr. ARTHUR MOORE.—Sir, I had little expee- 
tation that at this late period of the ſeſſion, we ſhould 


have again to vindicate the Conſtitution of the Coun- 
try and the privileges of Parliament, againſt the en- 
croachments of power and the wicked projeQs of cor- 
ruption, nor is it poſſible to conceive how Miniſters can 
Juſtify ſuch a partial and unfair exerciſe of the prero- 
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miſes are laviſhed, and ſtipulations made for offices and 


enough that the public ſenſe is daily miſrepreſented by 


8 
gative of the Crown, unleſs they are determined openly 
and broadly. to confeſs and declare (that which every 


_ day's events render it uſeleſs for them longer | to conceal) 


that they are reſolved to carry the meaſure of Union by 
any, and by every means, and to uſe all the engines and 
influence of power, and the inſidious practices of fraud 
and unfair dealing, to bring about its completion. Sir, 


there is no man who is an attentive obſerver of public 
occurrences, and who keeps an eye on the meaſures of 
the Adminiſtration, who muſt not have ſeen, and ſeen with 

affliction, that the meaſures which have been taken, and 


are now in daily and unremitting practice, to effectuate 
the Union, are ſuch as no honeſt man can juſtify, which, 

while they ſtamp the authors of them with indelible diſ- 
grace, muſt render the incorporation of the Legiſlatures 
of the two countries, if carried; impermanent, and the 
diſcontents and calamities of this nation eternal, Was 
it not, Sir, enough that the whole authority of the 


Court, both ordinary and extraordinary, was exerted to 


bring about the meaſure, and that upon a full and fair 
diſcuſſion of its merits, it was rejected by the unbought 
and uninfluenced ſenſe of the Repreſentatives of the 
People? Was it not enough that ſince that period the 
efforts of corruption have been redoubled—that pro- 


honours—thar our liberties are brought to market-overt, 
where every diſhoneſt man may ſell and buy, but where 
no honeſt man is permitted to ſnew his face? Is it not 


fables and falſe reports of change of ſentiment—of con- 
verſion from error—of majorities in favour of the mea- 
ſure in this Houſe ? Is it not enough that the ſiſter 
kingdom and the Britiſh Cabinet, are evidently and de- 
ſignedly miſled and miſinformed, as to the real ſtate of 
public opinion in this country? Is it not enough that 
| | the 


the public money is perverted to the purpoſe of extin· 
guiſhing the free and fair communication of opinion, 
and of corrupting the Preſs, to become the vehicle of 


falſe ſtatement, of perſonal calumniation, and of libel 


of the Iriſh Parliament ? Will not theſe means, theſe 
efforts, content them ? Are they not ſatisfied with 


having the purſe and the power of the country in their 


hands, and actively employed in forwarding their views? 
Are they 1 not content with purchaſing the mercenary aid 
of every hireling ſcribbler, and circulating gratis the 
wicked, ſeditious (nay, I think, i in ſome inſtances Hitle, 
if at all, ſhort of) treaſonable publications of intereſted 
or ignorant men, through. the medium of the public 
Poſt-office, to all parts of the kingdom, while the 
communication of every publication in favour of the 


Legiſlative independence of Ireland, is not only with- 


held but forbidden: ? Are they not ſatisfied to ſap and 
undermine our Conſtitution, by the flow and ſilent ap- 
proaches of unremitting corruption, but muſt it be 
openly and boldly aſſailed by an undiſguiſed aggreſſion 
upon the privileges and independence of Parliament? 

Sir, in my mind the ſtatement which has been made by 
my honourable Friend, ought to rouſe the "indignation 

of the Houſe againſt thoſe who have been the wicked 
adviſers of ſo unjuſt and partial an exerciſe of a prero- 
gative veſted in the Crown, for the purpoſe of guard- 


ing the privileges, and ſecuring the independence of 
the Houſe of Commons: At any time, or under an 


circumſtances, the tranſaction which bas been ſtated to 


have taken place between the executive Government 


and the honourable and gallant Colonel, would have 


been highly diſgraceful to the Adminiſtration, and an 
unpardonable invaſion of the privileges of this Houſe ; 


but that ſuch conduct ſhould be purſued at a time when 
the en and moſt important Ire that eyer agi- 


tated 


— 
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tated a free aſſembly, is Rill ſuſpended over our heads, 
and is, we underſtand, again to be brought forward, 
that the practice of Miniſters here ſhould be ſo different 


from the profeſſions of Mr. Pitt, who in his ſpeech on 


the Union, aſſures Great Britain, and Ireland, and Eu- 


rope, that the meaſure is not to be reſumed, unleſs 
called for by the free, uninfluenced, uncquivocal ſenſe 


and opinion of the Parliament and People of Ireland; 


that the People of both nations ſhould be told from au- 


thority that fair means only are to be uſed, when every 
foul means are practiſed; that this Houſe ſhould be 


mocked and inſulted from day to day with the inſincere 


aſſurance that all that 1 is ſought for on the ſubjeQ, 1 is the 


undiaſſed ſenſe of Parliament, at the ſame time that before 


2 member is allowed to vacate his ſeat, he muſt condt- 
tion that his ſucceſſor will ſupport the Union, is ſuch a 
tranſcendant violation of Parliamentary freedom, as 
this Houſe ought not only to reſent, but to puniſh. Sir, 
if this office of Eſcheatorſhip is to be diſpoſed of by the 
Crown excluſively to thoſe who will previouſly condition 

to ſupport the meaſures of the Miniſtry, the Place Bill, 

inftead of being a means of ſecuring the independence. of 
Parliament, becomes at once a formidable inftrument of 
Minifterial influence and corruption, and inſtead of being 
a barrier of defence againſt the undue exerciſe of the 
prerogative, it legitimates its abuſe, and forwards and 
facilitates its encroachments. - Surely a bill which was 
ſought for by the moſt popular character in this country 
for years—which for ſo many ſeſſions in former Parlia- 
ments was ſucceſsfully refiſted by the Court, and perſe- 
veringly demanded by the Country ; but which was at 
length conceded as a ſacrifice on the one fide, and re- 
ceived as an acquiſition on the other, ſurely this po- 
pular ſtatute will not now be ſaid to authorize the 
evil it was enacted to remedy, namely, the grievous. 
— — and 
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and enormous influence of the Miniſters of the Crown, 
over the Repreſentatives of the People in Parliament. 
Sir, I believe there is no honourable Gentleman in this | 
Houſe, diſpoſed to queſtion the undoubted prerogative 


of the Crown to beſtow its favours on thoſe whom the 


Adminiſtration ſhall think fit to recommend; but the 


Eſcheatorſhips of the provinces are now become mere 
nominal offices—They are offices now, by practice and 
opimion, excluſively applicable to the purpoſe of  occa- 


ſional vacation of the ſeats of this Houſe, in order either 
to accommodate any member who might wiſh to re- 


tire from Parliament altogether, or be eligible for ano- 


ther ſeat, or to gratify the ele&ors of any particular 


place, by giving them an opportunity of ele ing what- 
ever perſon they ſhould think moſt worthy of the truſt 


of repreſenting them. This is the uſe made of the no- 


- minal offices in England, viz, the Stewardſhip of the 
Three Chiltern Hundreds, and of the Manor of Eaſt 
Hundred, and which Mr. Hatſell ſtates have been, ſince 
the year 1750, made uſe of for the convenience of all 
parties, and which the Miniſters of England have uni- 


formly and impartially ſo applied for the purpoſe of ac- 


commodation, where the ſeat has not been vacated ſor 
any pecuniary conſideration. But, Sir, the fa&s ſtated 


by my honourable Friend, not only ſhew that in the 
preſent inſtance the rule of impartial agcommodation 


has been departed from, but a moſt venal, unconſtitu- 
tional, and illegal uſe made of the office and yet the 
noble Lord will not condeſcend to give the Houſe of 
Commons any exculpatory explanation of the conduct 

of Adminiſtration, or even to ſay a word in mitigation 
of the ſerious charge brought againft himſelf. If the 
reſpectability of my honourable Friend who has men- 
tioned the ſubje@, is to be only noticed by a ſuperci- 
lious indifference and a faſtidious filence—if the anxiety 
of the Houſe for the inviolability of its privileges, is 
C oneee=————— 
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not ſufficient to induce the noble Lord to avow or diſ- 
avow the tranſaction, ſurely a. ſenſe of what is due to 
the character of the great Miniſter who employs him, 
or (what ought to touch him more ſenſibly) of what is 
due to himſelf, render it incumbent on him either to 
refute the accuſation, or to acknowledge the offence. 
But the learned Gentleman who fills. ſo ably and ho- 
nourably the firſt office in his profeſſion (Prime Serjeant) 
bas enjoined a perfect ſilence on the noble Lord, as to this 
ſubject, and he very ſagely, and perhaps very prudently, 
tells us that for the noble Lord to ſay any thing, would 
be to betray the intereſts of the Crown; and an honour- 
able Gentleman on the ſame ſide has ſaid, with equal 
_ diſcretion, that it 1s impoſſible to add a word to 
what has been ſo ably ſaid by Mr. Prime Serjeant, 
and indeed J muſt entire]y agree with him, that jt 
is impoſſible to ſay any thing on the ſubject, but 
what the learned Gentleman has ſaid—that is, it is 
impoſſible to ſay any thing for the noble Lord, 
but * impoſe the injunQion of ſilence upon his lips. 
It is, I agree with the honourable Gentleman, one of 
thoſe topics which admits of nothing being ſaid upon it, 
becauſe it contains a charge which cannot be juſtified, and 
therefore it was that the learaed Gentleman not only 
impoſed the rule of filenge, but very nearly ſet the ex- 
ample ; however, Sir, in my conception, in the very 
few words which the learned Gentlemen has uttered, 
he has given a very unconſtitutional opinion—he re- 
ſorts to the prerogative of the Crown, to ſhelter the 
Miniſter from a charge of having violated the privileges 
of Parliament. Does he call it an exerciſe of the pre- 
rogative, t0 make corrupt bargains with the members of 
the Legiſlature, to make the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple an article of traffic, and to impoſe terms and con- 
.ditions upon individuals previous to their taking their - 


ſeats in this Houſe? is it a prerogative of the Crown 
to 


13 
to ne the independence of Parliament? is it the 
intereſt of the Crown that the conduct of wicked Miniſ- 
ters ſhould neither be inveſtigated or puniſhed, or is it 
the right of the Crown to withhold from this Houſe 
thoſe facts and that evidence which might convit and 
condemn the guilty violator of its moſt ſacred pri- 
vileges? the queſtion here is not about the exerciſe 
of the prerogative, -but, whether an individual Miniſ- 
ter has abuſed the prerogative for the purpoſe of ſub- 
verting—firſt, the freedom, and then the exiſtence of Par- 
liament; and in this tranſaction I conſider the intereſts 
of the Crown and of this Houſe ro be equally betra y- 
ed, becauſe they are equally intereſted in. pbreſerving 
the integrity and inviolability of the Conſtitution. 
Shall it then” be ſaid that becauſe the Crown Has The 
prerogative of beftowing offices, that therefore the | 
Miniſter ſhall with impunity make uſe of the power of 
one branch of the Conſtitution to ſubvert the independ- 
ence of another, and to deſtroy the poiſe and balance 
of the whole? Sir, the motion before the Houfe, 
though ſimply a motion to iſſue a writ för @ vacant 
ſeat,” involves in it every thing 'of importance to the 
dignity, the privileges, and the exiſtence of this Par- 
liament. If we fänction the undue and proſtituted -uſe 
which has been made uſe of the offices for vacating 
ſeats in this Houſe, we in effect give up our Legiſſa- 
ture and betray our Country. The only queſtion for us 
is to afcertain, has the tranſaction ſtated taken place ty 
for if it has, its wickedneſs and illegality can be diſputed 
by no man, it is charged upon the adminiſtration, and 
it is not denied. I believe no man would conſider it 
either an injurious or diſhonourable diſctoſure of the 
ſecrets of Government to deny ſuch a ſerious charge, 
if the noble Lord could; but if it be hot denied, can 
the Houſe do any thing elſe than believe it to be true, 
and if 1 it be true, and that this Houſe will ngt repro- 
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bate and puniſh it, it will be better fubmit at onee to 
the vaſſalage and ſervility prepared for us, it will be 
better to yield the Conſtitution with a good grace than 
to have it taken from us by fraud, foul-dealing, and indi- 
red means, it will be better to embrace with courage 
the inſtant death of an Union, than to enjoy for a time 
a precarious and painful exiſtence, with the metancholy 
certainty before our eyes of cloſing our career in ulti- 
mate and inevitable diſſolution. 


Mr. PL UUNKETT.—Sir, did hope that the queſtion 
put with ſo much candour and moderation by my hon. 
Friend, would, have received an anſwer. I did hope 
that a queſtion of ſuch import to the country, and to the 
noble Lord to whom it was addreſſed. woũld not have 
been treated with contemptuous ſilence. I did hope, 
Sir, that the noble Lord would have felt his character, 
and that of his adminiſtration too deeply involved in the 
anſwer to that queſtion, to have ſuffered him to perſiſt 
in contemptuous ſilence. But Sir, as I ſee that the 
noble Lord is ſubdued by the irreſiſtible eloquence of 
the honorable and learned Gentleman who fits beſide 
him, and that he feels himſelf compelled to yield to his 
all- -powerful injunction; 3, I feel myſelf warranted in 
ſuppoſing, that any anſwer which could have been given 
to the queſtion, would have confirmed in its fulleſt ex- 
tent the charge which was conveyed in it; and, Sir, 
under ſuch circumſtances I can no longer remain ſilent. 
I am not fond of abtruding myſelf upon the attention 
of the Houſe ; during a great part of the ſeſſion, I have 
remained a ſilent ſpectator of meaſures which I ſtrongly 
diſapproved ; feeling that I could not prevent or mend 
them, I was ſatisfied to look on; but Sir, it is not in 
human nature to remain a paſſive obſerver of conduct 
ſuch as this. What ſtuff does the noble Lord ſuppoſe 
; this 
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this Houſe or this Country to be made of, does he con- 
ſider it ſo abje& and ſo careleſs, that even the form 
and ſemblance of common decency ſhould be diſregard- 
ed? The noble Lord at this moment exhibits a phœ- 
nomenon unexampled in the hiſtory, of any free coun- 
try, after being baffled and diſgraced in a vital meaſure, 
he continues to brave the parliament and the people, 
and to tell them that that meaſure ſhall be carried; no 
matter by what means. I am told Sir, that this queſ- 
tion has no connection with the Union; I deny it, no 
two queſtions can be more eſſentially involved, becauſe 
the noble Lord by his ſilence on this night avows, that 
he means by a barefaced exertion of prerogative, to 
enforce this reprobated meaſure againſt the fair ſenſe of 
Parliament and people, and therefore, though I will 
not tire the Houſe by trying the merits of a queſtion 
which has been already fo amply diſcuſſed and ſo ex- 
plicitly reprobated, I will beg to call the attention of 
the Houſe to the conduct of the noble Lord and of 
the Government in the proſecution of it. This mea- 
| ſure, Sir, was brought forward with but little interval 
indeed being allowed for the public to examine it before 
its introduction to this Houſe, in that little interval 
however public ſcorn and indignation had attached upon 
it. But ſtill it was brought into this Houſe accompa- 
nied by the execrations of the people of Ireland, but at 
the ſame time with the proud boaſt, and I do believe 
with the childiſh hope, on the part of the noble Lord, 
that it would be carried by a triumphant majority; of 
its fate I need not remind you; it was flung out of 
parliament with abhorcence. How Sir was the majority, 
formed by whom it was rejected? -was any man bribed 
to reſiſt the Union? was any man pcomiſed to reſiſt 
the Union? was any man diſmiſſed from office, or 
threatened with diſmiſſal to make him reſiſt the Union? 
was 


16 
was there any mean motive, or ſelfiſh intereſt, or ſordid 
affe tion of the human heart, preſſed into the ſervice 
to reſiſt the Union; 2 no Sir, it was diſmiſſed and defeat- 
ed by the inſtinct, and the reaſon, and the virtue, and 
the talents, and the property of the country; What 
was the conſequence ? have the honourable men who 
were diſmiſſed from office been reſtored? and has the 

| abſurd projector who failed in his raſh experiment been 
diſmiſſed? no Sir, but the men who were turned out of 
office, becauſe they gave a wiſe and honeſt opinion, 
which has been confirmed by parliament, and by the na- 
tion, are kept out of office, merely becauſe they gave that 
opinion, and the Miniſter who brought forward this | 
weak and wicked meaſure, after being diſgraced and | 
buMed retains his place. I therefore repeat it, the 
noble. Lord exhibits a political phenomenon unparalleled 
in the hiſtory of any free country. In former times, 
v ben the Miniſter has found the ſenſe of the Legiſlature 
and the country againſt him, his meaſures have been 
abandoned, and he himſelf has ſought ſafety. in retire- 
ment. But here the Miniſter» retains his place, and 
braves the Legiſlature, and braves the Country, and 
avows his. perſeverance in the meaſure which they 
have trampled on, and avows his determination to carry 
that meaſure by means the moſt unconſtitutional and 
ſhameleſs. But Sir, it ſeems we were a faction who 
rejected it. I would be glad to know, was any man 
amongſt us actuated by a motive of ſelf-intereſt ? [Mr. 
Martin ſaid yes,] I ſhould be glad the honourable Mem- 
her would point out the inſtance and the motive, I 
ſhould be glad to hear the ſolitary inſtance amongſt that 
majority, of a man ſwayed by any other intereſt than 
that which is common to every Iriſhman—the intereſt 
which he feels and ſhares with the Country itſelf. But 
Sir, if we are to look for motives, let me aſk, where 
was 


3 
was the unbought and uninfluenced ſenſe of parſia- 
ment that ſupported the meaſure? I have heard 
much from the friends of Union, of the corruption of 
parliament; on which fide has that corruption been ar- 
rayed on the preſent queſtion? I have heard of 116 
placemen in this Houſe. Let gu aſk if you except 
the men who fill thoſe places and the men who have 
been promiſed. them, if you except the poſſoſſion and 
the reverſion of that patronage, if you except the men 
who have been promiſed promotion and rank for their 
ſervices, who are the men in this Houſe who have 
ſupported an Union? { do not ſay, Sir, that ſome 
honeſt men may not have ſupported the meaſure. . 
believe that there are ſome men panie-ſtruck and who 
would reſort to any meaſure which they fancied would 
free them from their preſent apprehenſions, without con- 
ſidering whether the meaſure propoſed is really fitted to 
give them ſecurity ; and therefore it is that I hail with 
_ peculiar pleaſure the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's allies on the 
Continent, becauſe I am confident that if peace were re- 
ſtored, and the danger of French invaſion and French 
intrigue removed, there would not be one honeſt voice 
in the kingdom to be raiſed in favour of this ill-fated 
project. Let it not then be ſaid that the Union has 
been defeated by a faction. I will tell the noble Lord 
who are the faction that have defeated it; they are the 
faction who have put down the rebellion in Ireland 
before Great Britain gave her any aſſiſtance. They 
are the faction by whom even within the young me- 
mory o of that young miniſter, the connexion between 
the two countries has been preferved. They are the 
faction to whom it is owing that at this moment a veſ- 
tige of the Britiſh Government is to be traced exiſting 
in this country. They are the faction without whom 
you would haye loft Ireland in the laſt year, and with- 
| | | out 
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out whom you could not hold it during the next. 1 
therefore caution the noble Lord not to indulge him- 
ſelf or his adherents in the cant of branding ſuch men 


with the name of faction, and not to perſiſt in mea- 
ſures to which ſuch men have declared their rooted an- 


tipathy. But Sir, s are told that the free and un- 
biaſſed ſenſe of Parliament, and of the country muſt | 
be obtained, and when that ſhall be done the meaſure 
will again be brought forward; does the noble Lord 
really expe& that gredit will be given to thoſe pro- 
ſeſſions? does he believe us to be ſuch dolts and dri- 


vellers that we will judge his gonduct by thoſe aſſertions, 


whilft his acts in contradiction of them are ſtaring us 


in the face? does the noble Lord with to haye the unbi- 
afſed ſenſe of Parliament, and does he at the ſame time 


refuſe permiſſion to the honourable Colonel to vacate 
his ſeat, avowedly becauſe he knows his ſucceſſor would 
be hoſtile to an Union? At firſt the noble Lord pro- 
feſſed that no man ſhould be allowed to vacate, unleſs 
he gave ſatisfactory aſſurance that his ſeat was not to 
be ſold. I ſtate it as a fact, and deſire to be contra- 
dicted if it is not ſo, that the noble Lord has totally 


abandoned that principle, which J admit was a fair and 


honourable one. I ſtate it as a fact that ſince he made 
that profeſſion he has allowed ſeats to be vacated, where 


he knew that money was to be given by the ſucceſſor, 


and that he has refuſed permiſſion to yacate, as in the 
inſtance of the honourable Colonel, where he knew 
that no money was to be given. I ſtate it as a fact 
that it is publicly avowed by Government that voting 
or not voting for the Union, is the ſole rule by which 
the permiſſion to vacate ſhall be regulated. Will any 
man after this be ſo ſenſelefs as to belieye that Govern- 
ment wiſhed for the fair ſenſe of the Parliament or of 


the People; do they with for the fair ſenſe of the Peo- 


ple? 


| 19 
ple? will they | deny that they have purchaſed the 
newſ-papers to admit publications only on one ſide ? 
will they deny that they have inſtru&ed Sheriffs to 


prevent the ſenſe of the counties being colletted by the 


convening of county meetings ? are they ready now to 


have the counties of Ireland convened and to abide the 
teſt of their declarations on the queſtion? We know, 


Sir, that the power of Government has been ſtrained 
in every corner of the kingdom, to prevent the ſenſe of 


the people being declared. I am informed that their emiſ- 


ſaries actually deſcended ſo low as to rhreaten a publican in 
the city of Cork, that his licence ſhould be withdrawn 
if he ventured to receive. into his houſe a number of 
gentlemen, who afterwards affixed their ſignatures to an 
addreſs, thanking the Parliament for having rejected 
the Union. Sir, whilſt ſuch a ſy ſtem is purſued, it is 
impoſſible to believe the Government of the country 
when they tell us that they wiſh for the real ſenſe 
of the country. It is an eaſy matter to call us to give 
a candid diſcuſſion to the ſubje ct. They may tell us 
diſtinctly (that I think is the faſhionable phraſe) that 
the meaſure is not to be preſſed againſt the ſenſe of 
Parliament and People. They may claſp their hands 
and implore us not to prevent a fair enquiry, and they 
may ſet this verbage to any tune they pleaſe, but whllft 
their conduct ſhews that they are ſtraining every nerve 
to corrupt the ſenſe of Parliament, and to ftifle- the 
voice of the People, they cannot hope to be believed, 
[ do therefore caution the noble Lord againſt perſever- 
ing in ſuch a hopeleſs and exaſperating ſyſtem ; his 
meaſure he never can accompliſh, but the attempt 


may prove fatal both to the Government and to the 
Country, | 
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that he never 
felt more ſurpriſed than at ſeeing the Houſe involved in 
ſuch a converſation. The queſtion before it was, whe- 
ther a Member having vacated his ſeat, by accepting a 
place of profit under the Crown, a new writ of elec- 
tion ſhould be iſſued, purſuant to the uſage of the 
Houſe, and the ſpirit of the Conſtitution. That a per- 
fon accepting an office from the Crown vacates his ſeat 
thereby, was a fact unqueſtionable, and it followed of 
neceſſity that a new writ muſt be iſſued.—nay it was 
| mandatory on the Houſe to iſſue ii. Whatever may 
have been ſaid about the votes and opinions of Members 
on his fide of the Houſe, who held offices under the 
Crown, he conceived himſelf to be as independent in 
principle and conduct as any Member in that Houſe, 
and acting in the ſpirit of that independence he would, 
in the face of that Houſe and the hearing of every 
man in it, adviſe the noble Lord who ſat beſide him to 
maintain that ſilence, which in the preſent inſtance it 
was ſo peculiarly his duty to do—and he would tell the 
noble Lord that he would a& moſt contemptibly, and 
betray the truſt repoſed in him by his Sovereign, if he 
deſcended to any explanation to the interrogatories and 
croſs-queſtions put to him by individuals of that Houſe 
—and he would further tell him, that if he were ſo 
pitiful as to render to any man in that Houſe explana- 
tion which was only due to his Majeſty, he would beg 
of him to get an Attorney General from the other 
ſide of the Houſe.— But what was all this clamour 
raiſed about? Becauſe. the noble Lord, as was his 
duty, refuſed an office, which would have gone to de- 
prive the conſtituent of thoſe Parliamentary ſervices 
which he had a right to receive from the repreſenta- 
tive, [A loud laugh from the other ſide of the Houſe.] 
Ar. Attorney General, in continuation, ſaid, that 
83 | Nr 
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he would not be put down by an ignorant laugh—he 
would ſhew it was an ignorant laugh—for as ſoon as 
the ele tors make choice of a repreſentative, and that 


he accepts that repreſentation, they have a veſted right 
in his ſervices—Yes ! he contended that it was the fact, 


and the law. The ſubje& of an Union was ſtill ſo 
freſh in the memory of gentlemen at the other ſide of 
the Houſe, that they could not think or ſpeak of any 
thing elſe, and, like Alexander, pluming themſelves on 
the victory which they obtained, 


« They fight their battles o*er again, 
And thrice they ſlay the ſlain.“ 


He had known of à Preſbyterian ſaQion having once 
endeavoured to appoint a Committee for the purpoſe of 


diſpoſing of all yublic offices, and taking the controul 


cover them entirely out of the hands of the Crown: 
If a Miniſter were, as in the preſent inſtance, to be 


bullied by every individual of Parliament, and brought 


to account for his uſe of that branch of the preroga- 


tive, he conceived it would be better to bave the Preſ- 
byterian committee at once. Indeed it was the opinion 


of the ſage and erudite Mrs. M. Cawley, that ſuch an 
arrangement were moſt deſirable, and it might be the 


opinion of all thoſe who wiſhed to leave to the Crown 


nothing but the name and ſhadow of authority—but 
as he had the misfortune to differ from Mrs, M*Cawley, 


he would recommend to the Miniſter to keep the diſ po- 


fal of offices to himſelf, and not to betray that part of 


the prerogative of the Crown, by anſwering the inter» 


rogatories of any Member of that Houſe, 
| 8 9 


Mr. J. C. BERESFORD faid, that he could not de- 


ſire a better argument for oppoſing the iſſue of the writ, 
chan that with which the right honourable and learned 
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Member had furniſhed kin, for if the granting the Eſ- 


cheatorſhip of Munſter was nothing more than a trick by 
which the Repreſentative was enabled to cheat the Con- 


| ſtituent, he would in ſuch caſe think it good grounds for | 


refuſing it in all inſtances. But i in the caſe of his ho- 
nourable Friend (Colonel Cole) how would it appear to 


the people of this country, when they find a member 


faithful to their intereſts, ordered by his Majeſty on fo- 
reign ſeryice, and then refuſed a nominal office, which 
would enable him to vacate his ſeat, and his conſtitu- 
ents to ROOT? another repreſentative? _ 


[Here Mr. B. was called to order by Mr. F. Hut- 
chinſon, who ſaid, that he had got qut of the quaſtion 
before the Rene 5 f 4 


Mr. Beresford proceeded to Pats tha 17 effect it would 


have on the publie mind, when they ſee members of 


that Houſe, who were adverſe to the meaſure of an 
Union, and who happened to hold rank in the Britiſn 
army, ſent out of the country in or der to thin the Houſe, 
and give a majority to Government and when. it 
would be ſcen that the Place- Bill was made a tool of in 
the hands of Government, to enſlave Parliament, in- 
ſtead of maintaining it free. le it 


Hon. F. HUTCHINSON faid, the queſtion, before 


the Houſe was, whether a new writ ſhould ifſue for the 


borough of Kilmallock, in the room of Mr. Oliyer, 
who had accepted-an office of profit, under the Crown? 
the ſeat beigg, by the proviſions. of the Place-Bill, thus 
become vacant, the law was mandatory, and the writ 
muſt iſſue. No difference of opinion could arife upon 
it ; but Gentlemen had thought proper. in ſpeaking to 
this ſubjeQ, to introduce the queſtion of the Union: he 

| 2 ms — 
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kad called his e Friend (Mr. J. C. 8 to or- 
der, when he was enlarging on this topic, for the pur- 
poſe of recalling his attention to the queſtion under de- 

bate, and not from an apprehenſion that his honourable 
Friend could ſucceed in his endeavour to inflame the 
People. The ſeaſon for that deluſion was now paſt— 
the diſcuſſions which had taken place in both countries 
had informed the public judgment, and it was too late 
| now to praQtiſe any deluſion upon it with effect. He 
ſaid, that to the beſt of his obſervation there was a 
ſtrong growing ſentiment in favour of the Union in 
many parts of the kingdom. He ſpoke more particular- 
ly of the South, where his connexions lay; he ſaid he 


believed | it to be true, that fifteen parts out of ſixteen of 5 
the property of the county Cork had, by pubke reſolu- 
tions, declared their opinions in favour of this meaſure; 


that the ſentiment of a moſt numerous and reſpectable 
meeting held in Cork had been long ſince known ; 
that he had taken-pains to inform himſelf of the opinion 

of the county Kerry, and that he had the beſt grounded 
reaſons to think that nearly the whole weight of the pro- 
perty of that county was favourable to the Union, He 
ſaid, he referred to thoſe parts of the kingdom only 


with which he happened to be particularly connected; : 


that from theſe and ſimilar fags, which other OE 


men might ſtate from their local knowledge, he defired 


permiſſion to controvert the afſertion ſo often repeated, 
that the ſenſe of the majority of the nation was adverſe 
to the Union, He ſaid he could not help obſerving, 


that this aſſertion contained in itſelf a monſtrous aſſump- 


tion, when it was a fact which could not be contro- 
verted, that the Catholics, who compoſed that mojo» 
rity, had, as a body, cautiouſly refrained from deliver- 
ing any public opi nion upon the queſtion, Having mens 
tioned the — "body: „ he ſtated, among other 
grounds 


2 4 

grounds of argument, that he ſuſtained the Union, 
principally becauſe it was his firm perſuaſion that it 
would have the eſſect of reſtoring to the Catholies their 
juſt rights, and would place them in a ſituation of per- 
fect equality with their Proteſtant fellow · ſubje &ts; ; that 
in ſpeaking of Ireland, it ought always to be temem» 
bered, that no nation has ever been in this reſpedt ſimi⸗ 
larly circumſtanced. He ſaid it was time to apply a re- 
| medy to the evils ariſing from this excluſion, and that 
conceiving the Union to be that remedy, he would ſuſ- 
tain it whenfoever brought before Parliament, confider- 
ing it as a meaſure calculated, among other wiſe pur- 
Poſes, to heal the diſſenſions of this country, and to 
ſtrengtben aud cement the force of the empire.— He 
begged leave, before he ſat down, to advert to ſome 
obſervations which had been made on the conduct of 
Sheriffs. He had the honour of ſtanding in that ſitua- 
| tion for the county Tipperary—He had been applied to, 
to call a meeting of certain baronies, and afterwards 
had received a requiſition to convene the county, to 
conſider of the queſtion of a Legiſlative Union: he had 
declined to comply with either, of theſe requiſitions; 
but in ſo doing, he acted in compliance with the opinion 
and advice of the majority of the rank and property of 
that great county, whoſe ſentiments he had thought it 
his duty to conſult, and by whoſe ſentiments he had 
been directed. They conceived, from the diſturbed 
ſlate of the country, among other ' reaſons, that the 
time for this meeting was inopportune; they had tated 
this opinion to him .in a public paper, conceived in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, —His opinion coincided with theirs, and 
he had acted yy 


Right 
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Right Hon. W. B. PONSONBY, in anſwer to Mr, 


Attorney General, denied that the acceptance of the 
Eſcheatorſhip of Munſter made it mandatory in the 
Houſe to iſſue a new, writ of election, for the Houſe 
had at all times the complete Government of its own 
privileges. He alſo denied that the ſentiment of the 
county of Cork was fayourable to an Union, and aſſert- 
ed on the contrary, that the great majority of property 
was againſt it, that property he deſeribed to be the 


greateſt and moſt reſpectable in the county, without be- 


ing enchained by honours or emoluments to the will of 
Government. If, as was ſo vauatingly ſtated, there 


was that © growing ſentiment” in fav our of an Union 


if, as was aſſerted by the Miniſter and his friends in that 
Houſe, and by the literary inſtruments of Union diſſemi- 
nated through the country, that the people of Ireland 


were friendly to the meaſure of an Union, why then 


were the people prevented from expreſſing their opinions 


on the ſubje&? No danger could reſult to the views of | 


Government from ſuch expreſſion, and would be infinite- 


ly ſtronger proofs of their wiſhes, and accelerate the 


meaſure of Union much more than the little paltry ad- 
dreſſes and advertiſements, which were obtained by ſuch 
meanneſs of artifice and ſolicitation. As to what had 
been ſaid of the Catholics avoiding to expreſs their opi- 


nions on the ſubject, it was eaſily accounted for in the 


general reſtraint laid upon opinion that was not favoura- 


ble to the Union, and had they even been fully at liber- 
ty to declare themſelves, that they had not done ſo was 


proof ſtrong and unequivocal enough that they diſliked 
the meaſure ; nor could they, having a regard for their 
country and for their own intereſts, do other than diſ- 


like it, for they have too much good ſenſe not to know | 


that an Union would for ever extinguiſh their political 
hopes. With reſpe& to the queſtion immediately before 
the 
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the Houſe, the electors of Kilmallock had a right to be 
repreſented, ſo had thoſe of Enniſkillen; but the one 
ought not to be excluded from the benen held out to 
the other, and he truſted that the noble Lord would not 
be ſo wanting in reſpect to the Houſe and to himſelf, as 
to perſevere in the ſilence which his friends had impoſed 
on him. 


* 


Mr. ALEXANDER ſaid, that in the debate which 

had been provoked from the other fide of the Houſe, he 
faw nothing but that kind of frantic and expiring effort 
of men who, conſcious that the opinion of the country 
was going againſt them, wiſhed to inflame the public 
mind againſt a meaſure which they felt they could not 
prevent, and in revenge for diſappointed ambition to 
excite a rebellious feeling in the country.—He contended 
that the general opinion was in favour of an Union, 
and inſtanced the Grand Juries of the counties of Ty- 
rone, Down, and others. He concluded by ſupporting 
the My of the writ. | 


Mr. STEWART (Killymoon) Gorda not have ariſen; 
he ſaid, but for an obſervation which had fallen from an 
honourable member, relative to the county Tyrone— 

[Mr. Alexander whiſpered acroſs the table, that he had 
ſaid the Grand Tury]—Why, Sir, (ſaid Mr. S.) the 
Grand Jury did not expreſs itſelf on the-ſubje& of an 


Vnion, and if it had, I have no doubt but it would | 


have been in language correſpondent with that of the 
county, which declared itſelf ſo decidedly adverſe to the 
project of an Union. Mr. S. continued, that it was 
not his intention to have riſen to the ſubje& of debate, 
but as he was up, he expreſſed a hope that the noble 
Lord would declare that he intended to make no impro- 
per uſe of that prerogative which had been veſted in 
the 
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the Crown for the [purpoſe of maintaining the freedom 
and independence of Parliament. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
ſaid, that the queſtion before the Houſe was ſimply 
whether a writ of election ſhould iſſue for the borough 
of Kilmallock, but another queſtion foreign t6 that 
had been introduced, and queſtions put to the noble 
Lord which it were culpable in him to teply to. 
The honourable and learned Member who had juſt 
Fat down, was too converſant with the duties of miniſ- 
terial ſituation, not to know and feel that the noble 
Lord would deſert his guty if he entered into explana- 
tion on the exerciſe of the prerogative : but the fact 
was that the preſent debate was ſtruck up as a finale to 
the ſeſſion, and to arouſe the public diſcontents on a 
queſtion which had gone to ſleep, and that gentlemen 
were afraid of that change in the public opinion which 
was too evident for them to overlook—he would ſay no 
more than to adviſe his right honourable friend to de- 
celine anſwering any interrogatory, and to ſay that he 
would vote for the queſion before the Hase. . 

[ 

Mr. HARDY ſapported the motion. He entered 
into a ſhort hiſtory of the origin of the Place Bill, 
and mentioned that at a meeting of thoſe who origin- 
ally framed it, there was a difference of opinion as to 
the adoption of thoſe nominal offices which had given 
riſe to the preſent motion. Several Gentlemen wiſhed 
that no office like the Eſcheatorſhip of Munſter ſhould 
exiſt—foreſeeing (what indeed had now happened) that 
in this country it would be groſsly abuſed, but that his 
late reſpectable and much lamented friend, Mr. Forbes, 
who was the, parent of the Bill, thought otherwiſe, 
judging from the practice of England, where a ſimilar 
office, the Chiltern Hundreds, had exiſted, merely for 
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vour, and a reward for his loyal ſervices, &c. 


28 
the Jecominadution of Members who wiſhed. to retire 
from the Houſe of Commons, and had i in almoſt every 
inſtance been given with impartiality by every Miniſter to 
gentlemen at one ſide of the Houſe as well as the 
other. But could Mr. Forbes now riſe from his grave, 
what would his indignation be, to ſee not only his friends? 
predictions too fatally fulfilled but the very Bill, whoſe 
object was the independency of the Houſe of Commons, 
now converted, ſhamefully and ſcandalouſly, into a dead- 
ly inſtrument, not only for the deſtruction of the Houſe 


of Commons, but the annihilation of even the very 
name of Parliament 1 in Ireland. | 


After: a few words from the 1 Mr. Trench, 
Mr. F. Trench, and the Attorney General, the queſtion 
was put, and carried without a diviſion, | 


Mr. MASON then moved a writ of clean for hy 
ſame borough, in the room of Silver Oliver, jun. Eſq. 
who had accepted at et a Munſter. Oc- 


dered accordingly. 


Colonel M. DON EL moved the ide of a writ for 
the county Roſcommon, vacated by the Earl of Kingſ- 
ton EY called to the upper Houſe. Ordered. 


Mr. J. C. BERESFORD aroſe again, and l 
that 4 felt uneaſy at the aſperſion that reſted againſt the 
Miniſter for his alledged conduct towards Colonel Cole, 


. and willing to reſcue the character of the noble Lord, 


and that of the Government with which he was con- 
need, from i imputations under which the noble Lord 
had been adviſed to remain ſilent, he would beg leave 
to move an humble addreſs to his Majeſty, entreating 


that his Majeſty would be pleaſed to beſtow on the Hon. 


R. Cole a penſion of 10l. as a mark of the Royal fa- 


The 
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The SPEAKER having intimated. to Mr. B. that a 
grant could only be moved for in the Committee of 


Supply, Mr. Beresford nee moved for the ſaid 
Committee. þ 


Mr. BARRINGTON ſaid, that he had 6 the 
Place Bill for five years, and even when it was brought 
in under the ſanction of Government, becauſe he fore- 
ſaw that it would be either nugatory or miſchievous. 
It was a Bill profeſſing to ſecure the independence of 
Parliament; but in fact, by the inadequacy of its pro- 
viſions, placed a fatal power in the hands of the Go- 
vernment, to job away the intereſts of the Nation, and 
pervert the Law of the ſand, and the intention of the 
Legiſlature. At the time that Bill was paſſed, he acted 
ſtrongly in ſupport of the then Government, and had, 
in conſiſtency with that ſupport, for many years firmly 
oppoſed the enaQment of that Bill; and when it was 
at length agreed to by Government, he continued his 
_ conſiſtency, by refuſing. his aſſent, and foreſeeing its 
conſequences, oppoſed the meaſure, and by doing ſo, 
highly diſobliged the Government with which he was 
connected. At an early period of the preſent ſeſſion, 
he had moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Law which had given birth to the preſent debate, by 
the manner it had been acted upon by the noble Lord 
on the Treaſury Bench, but the Houſe had not thought 
proper to ſupport him, not foreſeeing the preſent abuſe 
of the Bill.— He was glad now that the Houſe would 
ſee the principle on which he had acted, and would ac- 
knowledge its force and juſtice. The preſent motion 
he would ſupport, although he did not much approve of 
it, for he conſidered the better way would be at once 
boldly and manfully to come forward with an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty, ſtating the grievance of his Commons of 
Ireland, and the attempt of his Miniſter to deſtroy the 
independence of Parliament, by the abuſe of the prero- 
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gative of the Crown; to ſtate to his Majeſty that his 
Miniſters in Ireland, affeQting to take the fair opinion of 
the Nation, were endeavouring to pack a Parliament 
with a criminal intention, and had denied a Legiſlative 
right to the Nation, which they had monopolized for 
the Crown, and proved that they did not with for the 
genuine opinion of an honeſt Parliament —that they 
withed to carry by fraud whgt they could not effe& by 
| conviction, and to convince the world that no meaſure 
could be too ſtrong or too ſhameleſs which led to the 
ſubjugation of Ireland. He had rather this meaſure. 
was brought forward by a conſtitutional Addreſs from a 
loyal Parliament to a conſtitutional - Monarch. The 
preſent motion looked ſomething like preſſing upon the 
Crown, without ſtating the cauſes of that preſſure, and 
calling for an exerciſe of its prerogative, without leay- 
ing upon the Journals the reaſons of the application. 
However, as it ſcemed the ſenſe. of the Houſe to go 
through with the preſent motion, he truſted at leaſt it 
would open the eyes of the independent Members of 
Parliament, to the vice and danger by which they were 
ſurrounded, and convince the Iriſh Nation that they 
muſt ſpeak for themſelves. He would vote for the mo- 
tion, if perſiſt-din; but ſhould prefer an Addreſs to the 
Throne of our Sovereign, ſtating our reaſons as well as 
our requeſt. 2 ep 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
aroſe, and moved the queſtion: of adjournment. e 


Mr. ODON EI. denied that the queſtion which the 
noble Lord had been defired not to anſwer was the queſ- 
tion of an individual of that Houſe—but was the queſ- 
tion of the Houſe put in form of a motion, an acquieſ- 
cence to which would reſcue the Miniſter from the impu- 
_ tations attaching to his conduct. If it was perſiſted in 


to get rid of. that motion by the indecorous mode of the 
queſtion 
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queſtion of adjournment, it would be ſufficient confirma- 
tion that the Miniſter was perverting the prerogative of 
the Crown for the purpoſe of deſtroying the Conſtitu- 
tion, and though he ſhould do it ſingly and unſupported, 


he (Mr. O'D.) would at a future day move in that Houſe 
for the impeachment of the Miniſter., 


Mr. DOBBS aid, that the doctrine of a right ho- 
nourable and learned Gentleman (the Attorney General) 
was extraordinary indeed, that the Houſe ſhould ſpend 
its time in debate, on whether a new writ ſhould luc, 
and that yet in no poſſible caſe the Houſs could exer- 
ciſe its judgment, on the queſtion whether ſuch writ 
ſhould be allowed. This he truſted was not a queſtion 
neceſſary to argue, the conſtant uſage of the Houſe 
having already decided it, As to the merits of the queſ- 
tion really before the Houſe, he felt himſelf fettered by 
Parliamentary form, but he was at liberty to ſuppoſe 
a caſe. —He was at liberty to ſuppoſe it poſlible, that the 
Miniſter ſhould grant the place of Eſcheator to the 
Members of a Borough, in order that two ſhould be re- 
turned in their ſtead, who ſhould vote for a Legiſlative 
Union, and that 125 purchaſe, on the part of Govern- 
ment might be a Peerage to him who procured ſuch 
returns. He was at liberty to ſuppoſe it poſſible, that 
the fame Miniſter refuſed to an honourable Member, 
going to ſerve his Country in a military capacity, the 
opportunity of vacating his ſeat, becauſe the conſe- 
quence would be, that a Member would be returned 
that would vote, as the Member to be ſent abroad 
would have done, if he had remained at, home. Now 
if any ſuch caſes were to ariſe, he could not help avow- 
ing, that the queſtion of Legiſlative Union had not fair 
play. On that queſtion he had taken time to conſider, 
It was not an opinion raſhly taken up, and he was more 
and more convinced it would be diſſerviceable both to 

England 
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England and Ireland—and he here paid a compliment to 
the able ſpeech of the Speaker. But he ſaid if the fair 
f-nſe of the People of Ireland was fairly decided to be 
againſt him, he for one would feel himſelf bound to ſub- 
mit; and he would then endeavour to make the beſt of 

He begged the noble Lord, who was the firſt Mi- 
niſter here, and for whom he had a perſonal regard, to 
confider well, before he allowed his Sovereign, or the 
People of Great Britain to be deceived, by a mere vote 
of that Houſe oblaineq through influence, either as to 
places in poſſeſſion, or places or honours in expeQation. 
As to an honourable Member (Mr. Alexander) who had 


alledged the North ef Ireland to be fricndly to an Union, 


he apprehended he was greatly deceived. He (Mr. 


| Dobbs) knew a good deal as to the North, and his con- 


viction was, that if the People ſpoke their ſentiments, 
they would be decidedly againſt a Legiſlative Union. 
That they were for the moſt part ſilent, had various 
caufes. The laws now exiſting were unknown to times 
of tranquillity. The vaſt military force of the Country 
was able to ſappreſs and puniſh opinion. He did not fay 

the miferable circumſtances of the times did not warrant 


the laws enacted, and the force that was employed: but 
he did not hefitate to ſay, that till ſuch laws were re- 


pealed—that till ſuch a force was rendered unneceſſa- 
ry, it was a mockery to talk of the true ſenſe of the 
People of Ireland on this great queſtion, that is, as far 
as human regulation can bind, to bind them for ever. 
He faid, that even ſuppoſing the meaſure a falutary one, 


it onght to be allowed to work its own way; but to 


urge it, before it was received by general opinion, was, 


in his mind, ſo far from ſecuring the connection be- 


tween the two countries, of a total contrary tendency. 
Before he ſat down, he called again on thoſe, who like 


him v were againſt this Legiſlative 3 ſcriouſly to con- 
| ſider 
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fider how they ſtood cireumſtanced, and not to let the 
Miniſter of England outbid them, in the purchaſe of the 
ſentiments of their own People. He called upon them 
again to conſider all that could be given with ſafety to 
the wiſhes of our own People of every deſeription; and 
he added, that he would again, in the next ſeſſion, 

move 4 five propoſitions for are 8 


. GEORGE PONSONBY. Rp bs Sir, 1 am to 
underſtand the noble Lord this Houſe is to adjourn, be 
it ſo, let the Houſe adjourn, let the noble Lord depart 
from this Houſe at the head of his miſerable majority, 
but let his character go along with him, let it ſtalk by 
his ſide, let it cling to him, let it be underſtood by 
this Houſe and by the Country, that all the noble Lord's 
profeſſions were hollow and hypocritical, the - canting 
of a mountebank, Swift (in his enumerations of the 
qualities requiſite for a great Stateſman) ſays, that the 
firſt and moſt neceſſary is, that his words ſhould be ap- 
plied to every. thing but the indication of his mind, 
- however deficient the noble Lord may be in every other 
qualification of a great Stateſman, he has certainly been 

moſt largely gifted with this. Let the Houſe adjourn, 
but let it be underſtood by this Houſe and by the coun- 
try, that notwithſtanding the ſolemn declaration of the 
noble Lord in this Houſe, that the meaſure of a Union 
(though conſidered by him as neceſſary to the proſpe- 
perity of this country,) ſhould not be urged without 

their free uninfluenced conſent, the noble Lord has had 
kreœcourſe to the meaneſt and baſeſt efforts, in direct 
contradiftion to thoſe profeſſions. Let the Houſe ad- 
journ, but let it be remembered that thofe powers which 
have been entruſted to the noble Lord for the proteo- 
tion of the privileges and independence of Parliament, 
have 
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have been perverted by him to the baſe and fraudulent 


purpoſe of packing that Parliament like a Grand Jury. 
Let the Houſe adjourn, but let it be remembered that 


the noble Lord is at the head of a great army, let it 


be underſtood that the object of the noble Lord is to 
pack the Parliament for the purpoſe of carrying a vote 


in favour of his meaſure, and to enforce the vote of 
that packed parliament by that army. Let the Houſe 
adjourn, but let the character of the noble Lord be 


fully underſtood, let it ſtick to him, let it be known 
that he is fair in profeſſion, but foul in practice; let 
his character go to the people, let it be underſtood that 
after his ſaying that no further ſteps ſhould be taken in 
this meafure until this Houſe and 'the country. ſhould 
have changed their minds, he has abuſed the power 
of the Crown to ſupport him in that very conduct 
againſt which he ſtands ſo folemnly pledged. Let the 


Houſe adjourn—I am indifferent as to the fate of this 


queſtion, the character of the noble Lord and of the 


Sovernment will go forth in their proper colours, let 
them perſiſt in their ſyſtem of fraud and corruption, 
it will avail them nothing when it is (as now it muſt 


be) perfectly underſtood, it will only confirm the Op- 


poſition of this Houſe and of the country to a mea- 


ſure the iniquity of which is ſufficiently charaQe- 


riſed by the infamous means reſor ted to for its accom- 


pliſnment. 


Mr. MECLELLAND faid, that he would feel un- 
worthy the ſeat which he held in that Houſe, if he tame- 


ly ſubmitted to hear ſuch an abominable ſpeech as that 


which had been juſt uttered.— He called the recollection 


of the Houſe to the ſituation in which the country then 


ſtood, with a foreign foe threatening invaſion, and per- 


haps 


„ | 
haps that moment on the coaſts, [a laugh He would 
repeat, that the ſituation of the country was ſuch as to 
render it unjuſtifiable in any man to urge the accuſations 
againſt the Executive Power, which had been urged— 
and he contended that at ſuch a moment no loyal man 
would tell the people that the Government was conſpir- 
ing the deſtruction of the conſtitutional liberties—[a ery 
of hear! from the Oppoſition ſide of the Houſe.] Let 
them hear beg they may, ſaid Mr. M*Clelland—and I 
call the recolle&ion of Gentlemen to the very different 
conduct of this Houſe i in the laſt ſeſſion, when rebellion. 
exiſted in the country, and the foe were at our gates— 
when every man expreſſed with one common voice, 
2 though our opinions may differ in ſome reſpeQs, let 
us all agree in this moment of peril in ſupporting the 
Government.” Was the preſent diſcuſſion forced by 
Government? No! but it originated with the other 
fide, and at a moment of all others the moſt dangerous | 
to agitate the public mind—a moment in which no loyal 
man could liſten with patience to any member pourtray- 
ing the Government of the country in ſuch odious terms. 
Good God! exclaimed Mr. M*Clelland, is the ſpirit of 
loyalty fled from this Houſe, that we hear ſuch-language 
uſed in it? IT would recommend to the honourable and 
learned Member a little confiſtency—and that he would 
on the preſent occaſion adopt that neutrality which he 

practiſed, when the country was involved in the perils 
of laſt ſummer—let him not come to this Houſe for 
the purpoſe of making ſpeeches, calumniating Govern- 
ment, and calculated to excite a ſpirit of rebellion in 
the country. Sir, I have riſen to expreſs my moſt in- 
diggnant diſapprobation of the ſpeech of the honourable 

 Member—and in doing ſo, I truſt do but expreſs the 
barks bm of the majority of this Houſe, and I do 
F truſt 
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truſt we ſhall hear no more ſuch On in this 
Houſe: 


Colonel M. BERESFORD expreſſed himſelf, in very, 
warm terms of diſapprobation of ſuch language as 
Gentlemen at both ſides of the Houſe were in the habit 
of indulging in. 1 

Mr. MARTIN. — We are aſked if the conduct of 
Lord Cornwallis's Government can be juſtified — and 
if the nation will not judge in this inſtance of the con- 
fidence due to his adminiſtration? I will anſwer for 
the nation, and ſay, they cannot be guilty of ſuch 
folly and ingratitude. But be it ſo—ſay that this in- 
ſtance 7s to determine, and J aſſert, and I will prove, 
that no ſhadow of blame can attach on Government. 
Is the office of Eſcheator an office of profit or not? It 
is an office of profit or it could not vacate the ſeat of 
him who accepts it—and if an office of profit, it is in 
the abſolute unqueſtioned gift of the Crown—and we 
have as good a right to aſk, why remove from office 
the late Chancel'2Cr of the Exchequer, as we have 
now to enquire why not grant by patent the employ- 
ment in queſtion to the honourable Colonel? This 
| queſtion cannot be debated until this Houſe undertakes 
to adminiſter the duties and prerogatives of the Crown. 
It was never wiſe or juſt in this Houſe to trench on 
the acknowledged rights of our King, but it would be 
ruin to diſpute now with that power which preſerves 
to us in a moment of general diſtraction, life, liberty, 
and property. To. refuſe to grant this office of profit 
is the right of the Crown, and it is the duty of the 
guardians of that right to do it without explanation. I 
will tell the honourable gentleman that a liberal and 
candid nature would ſce nothing to which to object, or 
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to term unfair, Were it parliamentary T could cite 
many inſtances where perſons have been enabled to va- 


cate ſeats through the medium of this office, and to 


have perſons unfriendly to the Union returned in their 
ſtead. This no man can deny—and I aſk if it can be 
gontroverted ? It is not—it cannot. I conclude, then, 
there muſt be, if the preſent caſe exiſt, ſome particu- 
lar motive more than a general idea that the perſon is 
not friendly to the meaſure. Suppoſe the gentleman to 
be returned in the ſtead of him who vacates, to have 
ſo far, previous to all diſcuſſion, pledged himſelf againſt 
a meaſure that it was impoſſible for him at the time to 
underſtand, and thereby to deprive himſelf of being 
a free agent on the greateſt ſubje& that was ever brought 
under conſideration, will any man ſay the Miniſ-» 
ters of the Crown have not a diſcretionary power ? 
and if they have, would not ſuch a caſe be the fitteſt 
for them to exert that diſcretion by refuſing to grant 
the office in queſtion? Were it compatible with the 
noble Lord's duty, he would, perhaps, declare that 
caſe to exiſt now. Let the nation decide on this mea- 
ſure, and the Adminiſtration, and I fear not the reſult 
for that nobleman whoſe virtues and talents I revere. 
But the country will not ſelect one trivial inſtance to 
praiſe where they can chooſe from many. Is it not by 
his wiſdom, more than by his arms, that the rebellion 
has been put down? Has not the expectation of his 
clemency done as much to preſerve Ireland, as the ter- 
ror of his power? I ſay, Mr. Speaker, had he liſtened 
to intemperate, bigoted councils, and counſellors, that 
when the Freneh landed at Killala, the rebellion would 
rage in every county as much as it did in Wexford at 
the battle of New-Roſs, by his mercy he conquered the 
rebels, for he ſeparated from them thoſe who were 
forced by terror, or even thoſe who were deluded. 
1 5 | But 
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But his Excelleney boaſts a better conqueſt, and it is 
one over himſelf, over his own nature, when his duty 
forbid him to ſpare thoſe who by irreclaimable wicked- 
neſs became the proper objects of puniſhment, and 
where real objeAs of puniſhment have been found, I 
defy the calumniators of his adminiſtration not to allow 
that his Excellency conſidered with a mild firmneſs what 
was due to juſtice as well as to humanity, | 
I know, Mr. Speaker, there are three or four indivi- 
duals who blame what almoſt as many millions approve. 
The Marquis Cornwallis did- not ſubmit to be the pli- 
ant, docile, pupil of thoſe who uſed to command when 
it was their duty to obey, but without ſuch aſſiſt- 
ance, and in defiance even of their machinations, he 
has ſaved Ireland. That he has ſaved Ireland; witneſs 
the confidence of a diſciplined army—witneſs the con- 
Hidente which the country has in them, and which both 
have in the name of Cornwallis. —That he has ſaved 
Ireland, witneſs again the repoſe of every part of the 
illand, with an enemy hovering on our coaſt, and known 
to be deſtined, for that pufpoſe. Why do we not hear 
of a rebel army aſſembling ? | For this reaſon—that no 
country was ever in a better ſtate of preparation—ſo 
much ſo, that the wiſh of every loyal man now 1s to 
ſee the enemy land, that we may ſee him periſh, or 
exiſt only in a ſtate of captivity. Did his Excellency 
accompliſh this by conſulting any of the great Parlia- 
mentary undertakers—no, Sir, he was enabled only to 
accompliſh it by ſeparating from them, from that fac- 
tion who expelled one Commander in Chief, and ob- 
liged the then Lord Lieutenant to apply for his recall. 
Thoſe are the a&s, Mr. Speaker, on which the public 
will decide the merits of his Excellency” s Adminiſtra- 
tion, 


39 
tion, and not on hearing to whom the office of Efcbea- 
tor hae been . or reſuſed. 


My honourable friend ſeems to ſuppoſe that I would 
undertake to prove individual corruption on the other 
ſide of the Houſe. This I did not aſſert, but I declared, 
that there was an intereſt attributable to them as a 
body, and this I re-aſſert—whether in obedience to this 
intereſt they rendered their votes, I don't pretend to 
determine that ſuch an intereſt exiſted I will prove; 
firſt, as to the county Members: it was reported that 
one only was to ſit in the Union Parliament for each 
county now on this calculation, half the county Mem- 
bers muſt oppoſe the meaſure, if to ſit in Parliament 
be an object worth their attention but if the half re- 
maining, who might have the intereſt, many of them 
might be induced, contrary to their opinion, to vote 
againſt the Union, from this conſideration, that if they 
voted for the Union, and by that vote excluded their 
cColleague — that ſuch colleague, though inferior himſelf 

in intereſt, might join ſome other party in the county 
or counties, ſo as to exclude thoſe who voted for the 
Legiſlative Union, Now this kind of reaſoning applies 
to the whole Houſe of Commons—ſuppoſing the num- 
ber returned to be 100, and that 200 are excluded, ſo 
that 200, out of 300, are intereſted to vote againſt the 

Union. Whether thoſe Gentlemen who voted againſt 
the meaſure, voted from * preſſure of this intereſt, 
is not decorous to aſſert. I, however, cannot find it 
eaſy to diſcover a better or more cogent reaſon for the 
very violent oppoſition that has been given to a mea- 


ſure calculated to promote the general weal and inte reſt 


of the Iriſh nation. 5 


Mr. 
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Mr. J. C. BERESFORD aid, that he did not expect 
his motion would have been got rid of by the unceremo- 
nious queſtion of adjournment, moved, he would ſay, 
almoſt uncivilly, for not a fingle word was offered in 
explanation. He ſaid it was not a light matter that a 
bill paſſed for the purpoſe of ſecuring the independence 
of Parliament, ſhould be acted upon ſo as to prodyce a 
contrary effect and if acts of Parliament were to be ſo 
perverted with impunity, its liberties were gone, and it 
was of little moment whether there was an Union or nor. 
If, however, the queſtion of adjournment was carried, 
it ſhould not prevent him from perſevering in his motion, 
and he would again bring it forward on the rt of June, 
and again and again, in qrder to preſerve the liberties of 
Parliament, and of the Country. It was the faſhion in 
that Houſe to talk of French invaſion, and oppoſe that 
bugbear to the arguments of reaſon, and of truth; — 
but if the French were off the coaſts, he thanked God, 
there was ſpirit enough in the country to reſiſt them 
hear! hear !]—and if rebellion were again to raiſe its 
head, he thanked God, there was ſpirit enough in the 
country to ſuppreſs it [hear !' hear !]--But if rebellion 
were again to revive, it would be by the Members of 
that Houſe remaining inſenſible to ſuch an abuſe as then 
occupied the attention of the Houſe. Then, indeed, 
rebellion would approach in its moſt formidable ſhape— 
for the conſciouſneſs of having aſſiſted to promote it, 
would unnerve the arm of any man in that Houſe who 
ſhould ſo groſsly negle&t his duty as to paſs over the con- 
duct of the noble Lord in ſilence. As to the threats 
of invaſion, he had not patience to hear the freedom of. 
debate attempted to be put down by ſuch contemptible 
pretexts. An honourable Member had entered into 2 
calculation of the intereſts ſwaying the Members who 


"voted againſt an Union. It was true, they did feel an 
intereſt 
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intereſt influencing their conduct, but it was that which 
identified them with their conſtituents that intereſt 
which was excited by every thing dear and honour- 
able to public and private character that intereſt 
which attached the Conſtituent and the Repreſentative 
to each other by a ſympathy of honeſt feeling—a feel- 
ing which he truſted would ever warm the breaſts of 
honeſt Iriſhmen. Hs B. concluded F of hear! 
hear 1 


Rt. Hon. LODGE MOR RES ſtrongly cenſured the 
irrelevant diſcuſſion which had been introduced, and par- 
ticularly the aſſertion which he ſaid bad been made, 
that Lord Cornwallis was at the head of 160,000 armed 
men for the purpoſe of enſlaving the Parliament and peo- 
ple of Ireland; [a cry of No! No! from the Oppo- 
ſition Benches] he continued that to his conception the 
aſſertion had been made, but, however, he would be 
happy to find himſelf miſtaken, and if the honour- 
able and learned Member [Mr. G. P.] had not made uſe 
of the expreſſions, he had then an opportunity of diſ- 
avowing them. Mr. Morres then ſat down, and the 
other ſide of the Houſe remaining _— he again 
aroſe, and ſaid, that as no diſavowal had been made 
of the words he had mentioned, he was, of courſe, 
only confirmed in the opinion that they had been ſpoken 
Another cry of No! from the other fide of the 
Houſe.] Mr. Morres ſpoke further, but in ſo low a tone 


of voice that we were not able to colle & what he 
laid. 


Mr. PLUNKETT. MP [ ſhall not "0 ereſpaſs on 
your attention, as much of what had occurred to me, 
has been already urged with manlineſs and eloquence 

by the honourable member who fits near me. But [ 
muſt beg leave to obſerve! on what has fallen from my 
honourable friend. on the other ſide [Mr. Martin] with 
reſpect 
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reſpect to the preſſure of intereſted motives on the minds 
of + thoſe who have rejected the propoſal of Union—Sir, 
what I originally ſtated was, that no man who oppoſed 
that meaſure was acted on by motives of individual 
intereſt ; but ſo far as the intereſts of the individual are 
wound up in and identified with thoſe of the country, 
1 muſt admit with the honourable Member that every 
Member of the State is deeply pledged in intereſt againſt 
a Legiſlative Union, —You, Sir, had already proved 
that the proſperity of the People of Ireland muſt be 
blighted by the meaſure, -and the honourable Member 
has now completed the demonſtration, by ſhewing that 
it would be equally ruinous to the Parliament. The 
honourable Gentleman has ſhewn that every Member 
of this Houſe is as ſuch intereſted againſt the meaſure, 
with him J call on every Member of this Houfe to join 
in its reprobation.— He has ſhewn that every man of 
rank or conſequence in the country muſt ſhrink into 
inſignificance if the meaſure ſhould. be adopted; with 
him I call on every man of rank or conſequence to join 
in its reprobation,—He has ſhewn that there is no 
man in Ireland poſſeſſed of 300 per annum, who mult 
not find the baneful effects of the meaſure; with him 
1 call on every, man of that deſcription to join in its 
reprobation, and now Sir, I truſt that after you have 
by arguments unanſwered and unanſwerable, convinced 
every thinking mind of what the intereſts of the na- 
tion demand, and after the honourable member has 
ſatisfactorily proved what the intereſts of the Parlia- 
ment, and of the rank and of the property of the 
country demand, that no voice will be heard in favour 
of this execrable ſcheme, but that, covered with the 
deteſtation of Parliament and of People, it will be diſ- 
miſſed for ever. Sir, an honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke from a back bench (Mr. M*Clelland) announced 
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in 5 to the Hate, that he was carried away by A 
ſtorm of indignation at what had fallen from my ho- 


nourable Friend beſide me (Mr. G. Ponſonby,) Sir, 1 


really was much alarmed when the honourable and 
learned Gentleman avowed the extent of his ire, he had 


arrayed himſelf in ſuch terrors that I really apprehend- 


ed he would have been hurried beyond all bounds of 
moderation, and that the tempeſt of his paſſion might 


have whirled him into ſome fatal indiferetion; I own, 


Sir, I was much relieved by finding that the honour- 
able and learned Gentleman's indignation had conſumed 
itſelf in his exotdium, and that in the courſe of his 
obſervations he had recovered ſuch a degree of pru- 
dence and tameneſs, not to call it flatneſs, that the 
only apprehenſion to be entertained, was leſt the miniſ- 
ter ſhould feel no great degree of gratitude for his exer- 
tions. The learned and honourable Gentleman was ſo. 
indignant ** that he actually diſapproved of what had 
fallen from the honourable Member on this ſide ;” © he 
was fo tranſported by wrath that he really did not ap- 


prove of ſuch language as he had heard.” What faid 


the learned Gentleman ? when the French fleet is off ouc 


coaſts, when a rebellion is raging in our eountry, are 


we to be told that the Government of the country is 
acting a diſhoneſt part? are we to be told that they 


hold out fair pretences, and are guilty of foul praQiccs ? 


are we to be told that they are proceeding to carry the 
queſtion of Union by force or fraud? Is it not to be 


lamented, Sir, that the anger which is ſo much alive at 


the bare mention of thoſe enormities, ſhould be ſo to- 
tally unmoved at the perpetration of them. T too can 
feel indignation, I can ſay, what, when the fleets of tha 
enemy are invading your coaſts, and a rebellion raging 
in your country, ſhall the loyal men of Ireland be in- 


ſulted by hollow pretences and wicked deeds ? ſhall they 
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be told that their liberties are to be taken from them 
by force or fraud? ſhall they ſee that the benches of 
Parliament are to be ſhut againſt their friends, and to 


be filled by anunconſtitutional exerciſe of the prerogative 


to procure the ſemblance of a majority? ſhall they be 
outraged by a ſyſtem of conduct which ceaſes to be 
ſcandalous hypocriſy only in ſo much as it becomes 
barefaced effrontery. I too can be indignant, but 1 


own my indignation flames not againſt the honeſt man 


who reprobates their crimes, but againſt the wicked 
Miniſter who commits them. What 1s the reaſon, ſays 
the learned Member, that we have not now the fame 
zeal and unanimity which diſplayed itſelf laſt year, 
when invaſion was threatened and rebellion reared its 


creſt? Let him aſk the noble Lord—let him aſk why 


has this frantic and wicked ſcheme been hatched? 1 wilt 
tell the learned Member why there is not the ſame zeal 


Zit is becauſe the warm blood of loyalty has been 


frozen by this project of an Union—it is becauſe the 
honeſt arms that were raiſed in defence of the ſtate 
have been paralyſed by this project of an Union—it 
is becauſe the Government of the country have had re- 
courſe to meaſures and to means which can leave room 
for no other ſentiment than contempt and deteſtation in 
every honeſt breaſt. Sir, I truſt that in ſpite of this, 
there it ſtill a paramount loyalty and patriotiſm in the 
country, which will riſe ſuperior to the efforts of the 
Miniſter, and which will boldly exert itſelf againſt the 
Invader or the Rebel; but certainly the noble Lord can- 
not take any blame to himſelf, if that ſentiment does re- 
main unſubdued—no effort on his part has been ſpared 
for its extinction. Sir, I confeſs I did at one time re- 
joice in the appointment of the noble Lord to the Ad- 
miniſtration of this Country. When I perceived that 


wicked and deſtructive meaſures were in agitation, I re- 
joiced 


o 
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Joiced that an impotent and incapable inſtrument was ſe- 
lected for their execution; but I have ceaſed to enter- 
tain that feeling, becauſe though I am as well convinced 
as of my exiſtence, that he never can accompliſh his 
meaſure, I ſee by woful experience that he may do infi- 
nite miſchicf in attempting it. Sir, there are no talents 
too mean—there are no powers too low, for the accom- 
pliſhment of miſchief—lIt is the condition of our na- 
ture——it is part of the myſterious and inſcrutable diſpen- 
ſation of Providence, that talent, and virtue, and wiſ- 
dom, are neceſſary for the atchievement of great good ; 
but there is no capacity ſo vile or ſo wretched, as not to 
be adequate to the perpetration of evil—l do therefore 
once more caution the noble Lord how he precipitates 
this country into a ſituation from which power and wiſ- 
dom, and virtue may in vain endeayour to reſcue it. 
I caution him not to commit the two countries, by miſ- 
repreſenting to the Government of England the real 
fituation of the People of Ireland. We all remember - 
with what pomp and ſwagger this fatal meaſure was firſt 
introduced—the People were for it—an overgrown ma- 
Jority in Parliament were for it. We all know that 
theſe were illuſions and deceptions. The fame trade of 
abſurd boaſting i is now carrying on We hear it faid that 
the majority in Parliament has changed its mind. 1 
ſhould have a curiofity to hear the voice of any one man 
of that majority who has changed his mind. The fact 
is not ſo. It is ſaid the People have changed their 
minds. Where do you find that change? Will you 
take the ſenſe of that People? The fact is not fo, and 
you know it. You dare not make the experiment. 
| Bir, there are diſhoneſt practices, and if perſevered in, 
muſt end in fatal miſchief—I do therefore uſe this laſt 
opportunity which the preſent ſeſſion may afford, to 
caution the noble Lord againſt committing the two coun- 
tries by ſuch deluſions—the conſequence muſt reſt upon 
G 2 | his 
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head, and poor indeed will be the atonement which 
ſuch a head can make for the miſchiefs which ſuch a 
head can occaſion |! 

Sir B. ROCHE aroſe, he ſaid, becauſe he could not 
fit filent and hear ſuch language uſed in that Houſe 
language which he had been in the habit of hearing 
fince the year 1783, and to which all the evils of this 
unhappy country were owing—language only calculated 
to produce anarchy and confuſion throughout the land. 
On the ſubject of an Union, ſince it had been intro- 
duced into the debate, he would beg leave to ſay one 
word—he conſidered it to be the only radical and laſt- 
ing remedy for the evils under which the country la- 
bours, and upon his honour, he averred, that for up- 
ward of twenty years that he had had the honour of a 
ſeat in that Houſe, he had been conſidering that things 
could not go on as they were, and whatever clamour 
might be raiſed by intereſted men, againft a Legiſlative 
Union, he would venture to propheſy, that the coun- 
try would arrive at that ſtate, that when the Day of af- 
fliction and Judgment would come, the People of Ire- 
land would call out and implore for an Union. 

Mr. BARRINGTON.—I am happy, Sir, to coin- 
cide with the honourable Baroner—T agree entirely with 
him that the Day of Judgment is a time ate 
adapted to the diſcuſſion of a Union. 


Sir Boyle Roche interrupted, and was ſtopped by the 
Speaker. 


Mr. BARRINGTON=—The honourable Bart. was 
perfectly right, that on 7hat day the cyes of the Nation 
would be open to the merits of a Union. 


Sir BOY LE—Me, Speaker, I will clear myſelf 5 


Mr. BARRINGION - Sir, on the day which the 
honourable Baronet has mentioned for the diſcuſſion of a 
Union, we ſhall certainly have had great experience as 
to cur political conneQion—and if the Honourable 


Baronet will then take the trouble of offering his ſenti- 
ments 


his 
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ments on the ſubject, I dare ſay he will find us all of one 
way of thinking as to the expediency of then and there 
diſcuſſing the queſtion, when the loſs of our corporeal 
appurtenances may ſo ſtrongly ſharpen our intelleQts as 
to ſhew us the many advantages to be derived from that 
meaſure, but which to our preſent over-loaded mortal 
capacity, are altogether inviſible, Therefore I do cer- 
| tainly approve of the Day of Judgment, as propoſed 
by the noble Bart. for its diſcuſſion—and none of us, 
I believe, will then feel any ſtrong inclination or capa- 
city to oppoſe our Government. An honourable Gen- 
| tleman has told the Houſe, and I am ſure he could have | 
no doubt of gajning credit to his aſſertion, that he can 
find his way to the Caſtle—l feel fully ſatisfied that he 
does fiad his way to the Caſtle, and ſees clearly when 
he gets there —aye, and diſtinguiſhes intereſt from no- 
intereſt as well as any gentleman at his fide of the 
Houſe. The honourable Gentleman, Sir, talks of ſa- 
crificing Parliamentary fituation—it would be well for his 
conſtituents he never had an opportunity of making a 
ſacrifice which marks them as the victims. He talks of 
reſigning the hopes which that ſituation inſpires—he heſt 
knows whether he has a Parliamentary hope remaining 
unaccompliſhed. The Houſe, Sir, as I do, muſt admire 
the honourable Gentle man's diſintereſtedneſs and patriot- 
iſm, and, indeed, believe it almoſt incredible! The 

ſacrifices he talks of making, are certainly ſuitable to 
the honaurgble Gentleman's public ſpirit and love of his 
Country, and in following ſo good an example, Itruſt 
T will be excuſed for telling the Houſe the ſacrifices 1 
have made — I, Sir, will not talk of Parliamentary 
power, and Parliamentary hopes; perhaps my conſti- 
tents might not be altogether of opinion that theſe are 
the fit objects of Repreſentative duty and ſervice, Sir. | - 
have ſacrificed my proſeſſional promotion—-l have ſacri- 
ficed the great object of my life and labours, to preſerve 
my conigience and my character I have celinquiſhed = 
molt 
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moſt dear and reſpected connexions and friendſhips, or 
rather they have relinquiſhed me, becauſe I would not 
transfer my regard for their private worth to their pub- 
lic conduct. I, Sir, have ſcparated myſelf from a Go- | 
vernment I have ſupported for years, becauſe I could no 
longer act with them, without acting againſt my Coun- 
try; and when the meaſures of that Government be- 
came hoſtile to the independence of my native land, I 
embraced that line of conduct which nature, reaſon, 
duty, and virtue pointed out left the Adminiſtration, i 
and clung to my Country. —Theſe, Sir, were the ſacri- 
| fices which I made, and to thoſe I am ready, if neceſ- 
ſary, to add my life; and theſe, Sir, were the ſacri- 
fices made by every Gentleman on this fide of the 
Houſe, with whoſe motives I have the honour of being 
acquainted. The honourable Gentleman has acknow- 
ledged his ſacrifices to be different, and the Houſe muſt 
feel they are. The honourable Gentleman will pleaſe 
to do me credit for my ſacrifices—and with reſpe& to 
thoſe which he has made, I do moſt deyoutly aſſure 
bim that not a ſingle particle of their merit is loſt on 
me. But I own that there are certainly ſacrifices of 
great importance made by the honourable Gentleman's 
friends, the merit of which I neither aſſume or aſpire 
to-, Sir, do not aſſume to have ſacrificed my princi- 
ple, my honeſty, or my charater—nor do I aſpire to 
the reward of ſo glorious and ſo diſintereſted a ſacrifice. 
My oppoſition to Adminiſtration, did not receive its 
principle of exiſtence on the very moment the meaſure 
of an Union was brought forward in this Houſe—I ſaw 
it in its approaches ſaw it in the firſt meaſures of 
Lord Cornwallis's Government—T ſaw it in a ſyſtem 
- which divided the loyalty of the Country, and made 
the intereſls of the rebel paramount—for had the loyalty 
of the Country remained undivided, the Conſtitution 
of the Country dared not to have been aſſailed. This, 
Sir, | ſaw, and this I diſapproved ;z but let the Admi- 
niſtration 
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niſtration again ally itſelf to the Conflitution, and I will 
again ally myſelf to the Adminiſtraiion. 


Sir, this meaſure, it is ſaid, will ſtrengthen and con- 
ſolidate the Empire, and I would willingly ooncur in 
any meaſure which could effect ſo deſirable an object, 
without being injurious to this Country—lI would ſerve 
and ſtrengthen Great Britain as a friend, but never as a 
dependant would, as the honourable Baronet moſt in- 5 
geniouſly remarked, . have the two ſiſters embrace each 
other like one brother ;”” but it ſhould be the embrace of 
afteQion, and not the graſp of power—the natural love 
and foſtering attachment of legitimate primogeniture, 
and not the intereſted profeſſions of unnatural avarice 
and ambition. Does not every day convince us that it 
is not intended to deal fairly by Ireland? Men diſplaced 
for their honeſty, and others elevated for their vices — 
even the capacity of profeſſion proſtituted to the objects 
of ſeduQtion. Let Gentlemen reflect upon themſelves, 
and they will probably diſcover that in this conteſt the 

real iſſue is between intereſt and integrity — 1 
could not conceive, Sir, that the moſt 1 ale | 
of principles could have exhibited ſo feeble, yet ſo pro- 
fligate a diſplay of argument as that uſed from the ſe- 
cond bench—that the dread of foreign invaſion was 

to reſtrain the freedom of Parliamentary debate, and 


induce this Houſe to an eaſy and criminal acquieſcence 
in "_ meaſure of Adminiſtration, 


This bugbear of invaſion is a x hackneyed tool in the 
hands of a bungling artiſt, If invaſion were to hap- 
pen, the honourable Gentleman would not be more 
ready to draw his ſword in defence of his King, than 

the perſon whom he vilifies. He calls up all his fears 
and all his ſurmiſes, to magnify the dread of an inva- 


fon 


ſion of our Were; yet with all the unprineipled bold- 
neſs of a political hero, he ruſhes on every occaſion to 
| invade and overthrow the Conſtitution. | 

When in ſupport of . 1 have myſelf 
ſpoken of the hazardous tendeney of a needleſs political 
oppoſition, when rebellion was at hand, and invaſion. 
Was expected; but the ſubjects then before Parliament, 
were frivolous in compariſon to the preſent meaſure 
| Whether Dublin ſhould be g guarded: by a watch or a po- 
lice, gave us many ſleepleſs nights. Our time was oc- 
cupied, and our paſſions . inflamed, on the molt unim- 
| portant fubje ets. 1 ſupported the Government on its 
own principles, and with all my power I reſiſted every. 
innovation on the Conſtitution. I am conſiſtent—lT re- 
ſiſt innovation ſtill in the moſt important point] reſiſt 
the moſt deſperate, the moſt dangerous, the moſt over- 
whelming innovation that ever was attempted to be 
forced upon a nation] reſiſt a Legiſlative Union l re- 
fiſt every meaſure which aids. it directly, equivocally, 


or indirecly; and it is thoſe who condemn my firmneſs, 
that are yenal and inconſiſtent. 


I chink, &, that the 1 hoſt. ending who! han 
propoſed the queſtion of adjournment, has miſtaken 
his duty to the noble Lord—imputations of the moſt _ 
criminal nature have been urged againſt him by many 
members of this Houſe—imputations which if true, 
would render him an unfit Minifter for the Crown, and a 
juſt ſacrifice to the nation; but | muſt call them merely 
imputations, unleſs proved or admitted. I, Sir, cannot 
acquieſce in a condemnation of the noble Lord, unleſs his 
friends avow it. It is not proved—it is not admitted; 
but then it is not denied. The. motion goes in fact to a 


, 


— perſonal 


=: 

perſonal charge againſt the noble Lord - and the queſtion 
of adjournment goes to ſmother the enquiry, without 
contradicting the i imputation. If a man is arraigned for 
weighty crimes, and put upon his defence, and inſtead 
of pleading not guilty, tries to get off on a a quibble of his 
counſe], though he may be diſcharged from cuſtody, he 
will never be diſcharged from guilt—the crime is ac- 
knowledged by the evaſion, and he. is held as infamous 
as a convict. I wiſh. for the ſake of Government and 
of the noble Lord, that his friend would withdraw the 
queſtion of adjournment—it will ſtamp both. Why 
ſhould the noble Lord ſubmit to the imputation of guilt, 
ſooner than declare his innocence? And though I, Sir, 
and others may leave this Houſe, ſuppoſing the noble 
Lord incapable of the offences to his King and Country 
with which he ſtands charged, yet it will be impoſſible 
to perſuade the nation that he. would have ſtifled. a 
charge, if he could effectually oppoſe it, and they will 
be led to believe that the vileſt means have been adopted, 
to pack and to corrupt their Parliament, 


The nice 1 accurate ü of a Miniſter's in- 
violability of communication, coined by his friends for 
his excuſes will be thrown away on the clumſy under- 

ſtandings of the Iriſh nation, who will conſider things as 
| they are, and not as they might be. I therefore repeat 
to the noble Lord, and in reſpe& to his Majeſty's Go - 


vernment, I hope the queſtion of adjournment will not 


be perſiſted in as a meaſure to ſcreen a erime which, ik 
fact, no man in Great Britain could approve, and no 
man in Ireland could * N 


Sir, I fear [ have treſpaſſed on the patience of the 
Houſe la great cry of hear! hear II, and ſhall ſay no 
1 — 
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more than chat if the treatment extended to my honour! 
"tle Friend (Colonel Cole) has been for the purpoſe of 
trying the pulſe of this Houſe, 1 fancy the noble Lord 
has gained nothing by the experiment—and ſhould the 
noble Lord or his ſucceſſor again venture to bring for- 
ward in the abſtract the ſubje& of a Legiſlative Union, 
the virtue of the majority of the Iriſh Parliament, and 
the ſpirit of the Iriſh Nation, will again 'convince the 
world that it is eaſier to calumniate than to' overthrow 
the Liberties and Independence of a country. We are 
loyal, but we are free; and it is not the language of 
Adminiſtration that ſhall inſlave us—1 proteſt againſt the 
adjournment on the part both of my bn, and my 
Country. | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCAFQUER 
ſaid, he did not ariſe to detain the Houſe, which had 
been but too long occupied by a debate wholly irrelevant 
to the queſtion before it. In moving the queſtion of 
adjournment he conceived he had only acted conforma- 
ble to the duty attaching to his official ſituation, for if 
on every ſpur of the moment gentlemen were to riſe in 
that Houſe, and move grants and penſions as led by their 
particular friendſhips, and if the Houſe were to accede, 
there would be no end to ſuch motions, unleſs by the 
public inability to comply with the object of them. He 
would be unworthy the important ſituation which he 
filled, if he did not oppoſe ſuch motions, and if he did 
not preface the motion which he had made by a train 
of explanation, it was becauſe he conceived the pro- 
priety of it too evident to every man in that Houſe, to 
render ſuch explanation neceſſary. The honourable 
Coloncl who was the obje& of the motion made by 


his honourable F riend (Mr. Beresford) might be fully 
entitled 
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entitled t to the favour of his Sovereign and that Houſe 5 
no man entertained an higher ſenſe of his merits, but 
ſtill the decency and deliberation of Parliamentary uſage 
ſhould not be deſerted on his account, and due notice 
ſhould be given of ſuch a meaſure as that propoſed. 
With reſpect to the Place- bill, if gentlemen at the 
other fide of the Houſe felt it a public grievance, the 
proper mode was, in the due courſe of Parliamentary 
procedure, to bring in a bill, either to amend or to re- 
peal it, but as it happened to be a law, it was the duty 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters to act upon it according to 
the beſt judgment they could form of its ſpirit, and ap- 
plication to the public intereſts. 


Mr. DAWSON denied that the part he had 1 
in the debate of that night, aroſe from any motives of 
perſonal friendſhip, but from a ſenſe of public juſtice—s 
for great as was his regard for the honourable Colonel, 
he had ſtill more for the independence of Parliament, 
and the intereſts of his country, againſt which he felt 
the conduct of the Miniſter directed, by the uſe which, 
in the preſent inſtance, he had made of the Place- bill. 
He did not want that bill repealed—let i it ſtand ; but let 
its operation be dealt fairly and impartially to every fide 
of the Houſe, Why, he afked, did the noble Lord 
keep the boroughs full, the Members of which he 
knew would vote for an Union, and refuſe the Eſchea- 
torſhip of Munſter to thoſe who he knew would op» 
poſe that meaſure? Why was the noble Lord's pre- 
deceſſor made a gentleman at large, and another mem- 
ber brought in for Armagh? Was it becauſe he thought 
the influence of the Crown too great in that Houſe, 
or becauſe his predeceſſor ſtood in need of a ſalary 


of I 50l. a year? Why was the Eſcheatorſhip of 
H 
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Munſter given to the Member for Ainigen; and refufed 


to the Member for Enniſkillen? I will tell you why, 
ſaid Mr. D. — Becauſe the electors of Enniſkillen would 


not put in a creature of the Miniſter” 5—and becauſe 


that Miniſter knew that the honourable Colonel, the 
preſent Member, had too much loyalty, courage, and 


| honour to reſign his commiſſion, when appointed to 


a ſervice: of danger by his Sovereign, and therefore, 
in denying him the power of vacating his ſeat, that 


there would be a vote leſs againſt the meaſure of an 


Union, 


Lord CASTLERFAGH roſe, and ſaid he had fat 


ſilent during the whole of this debate in reſiſtance to 


the repeated demands of explanation from Gentlemen 
on the other ſide of the Houſe, determined that no 
aſſertions hazarded in flippancy of debate—no impulſe 
of his own indignation, excited by the falſe and un- 


warrantable charges imputed to that Government with 


which he had the honour to be connected, ſhould force 


him to any diſcloſure of motives, which by the con- 


fidential duties of his ſituation he was bound to with- 


| hold. —Feeling himſelf, therefore, not at all obliged to 


anſwer thoſe looſe interrogatories which the honourable 
Member, or thoſe with whom he ated, might chooſe 
to dirett to him upon every deſultory diſeuſſion which 
might take place, he had only to aſſure the honourable 
Member, that on this, or any other queſtion, fairly 
brought forward for diſcuſſion, he ſhould be ready at 
any time to meet him or any other member, and fairly 
and fully to vindicate the motives of that Government 
with which he had the honour to be connected in any 
meaſure they deemed neceſſary to bring forward. An 
honourable Member [Mr. G. Ponſonby] had thought 


fit to impute to the Government of the country the moſt 
unworthy 
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unworthy and corrupt motives, for bringing forward 

the meaſure which they conceived to be the only one 
effectually calculated to reſcue this country from 

the miſchie vous conſequences of the language uſed 
in that Houſe by the. honourable Member—language 
but too fatally calculated to alienate from the Govern- 
ment the affections of the people, and to excite anar- 
chy and confuſion ; but notwithſtanding the language 
that Gentleman conſtantly aſſumed the liberty of dire&- 
ing to him, he ſhould never obey his political nod, or 
conſider himſelf bound to anſwer all interrogatories he 
might think proper to addreſs to him. —The hon. Gen- 5 
tleman was conſtantly in the habit of attributing to himſelf 
a peculiar ſhare of political virtue: But how were his 
claims founded? had he not been for a ſeries of years 
the moſt devoted tool of what he was pleaſed to call 
miniſterial corruption, by being at leaſt the moſt ſedulous 


inſtrument of the Adminiſtration under which he once- 


held a place; but quarrelling with Adminiſtration upon 
a particular point, he became one of the moſt violent 
opponents of the Crown; and hence aroſe his plans of 
reform, and all thoſe other meaſures which had been at 
ones the pillars of his popularity, the ground- -works of 
his projected aggrandiſment, and the themes of thoſe in- 
flammatory declamations by which he had aſſiſted to 
kindle the popular ming of this country into a flame; 
and when he had at length led the country into a ſitua- 
tion out of which he could not extricate her, left the 


country . and the Government to ſtruggle it out, and 
ſeceded from Parliament! 


Hlaving thus traced the honourable Geatleman frony 
his ſtate of independence, through his ſtate of popula- 
rity to his ſtate of neutrality, where was he then 
found ? ? Why in an obſcure corner of the Four Courts, 


apparent 


8 8 6 


apparent conſidence whiſpering with the moſt ſuſpicious. 

characters of the day—and after having thrown off his 

red coat, which he wore but for a few days during the 

| heat of rebellion, he comes into this Houſe to traduoe 
the Government, for attempting to bring forward the 
only meaſure which appeared to them calculated to 
ſtem the progreſs of that rebellion, to the excitement of 

which his own language originally contributed in ſo 

eminent a degree,—His Lordſhip conoluded by voting 
for the queſtivn, of Ran 


Mr. GEORGE PONSONBY was riſing to reply 
but was pievented * a general IJ. of ſpoke ? 
ſpoke | 


Right Hon. W. B. PONSONBY. —A right hon, 
Gentleman on the other ſide of the Houſe (Mr. Corry) 
has ſaid, that if the Place Bill, as it now ſtands, is con- 
| fidered as a grievance, the proper way would be to 
bring in a Bill to amend it. I have no objection to doing 
ſo, provided the Gentlemen on that ſide of the Houſe 
will pledge themſelves that the Houſe ſhall be permitted 
to fit long enough to allow the Bill to go through the 
neceffary forms; but that they will not do it, would not 
anſwer their purpoſes, —The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, 
has thought proper to arraign the conduct of a Gentle- 
man who (having ſpoke early in the debate) is, by the 
rules of the Houſe, precluded from making any reply. 
As the political conduct of that Gentleman ! is neceſſarily 
connected with my own, I muſt beg leave to ſay a few 

/ words on that ſubject. The noble Lord has talked much 
of inconſiſtency, When the noble Lord makes that 
charge againſt the conduct of others, he would do well 
to recolle& his own; I muſt ſay, he is the laſt perſon 
from whom I ſhould have —— to hear ſuch a 

charge. 
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charge. He bas been pleaſed to mention parliamentary 
Reform. I was the mover of Parliamentary Reform, 
and I glory in it. I have not been in the habit of mak- 
ing declarations, and relinquiſhing them. Every engage- 
ment 7 had ever made to the country, 1 have fulfilled to 
the utmoſt of my power. The Reform was not brought 
forward by me, and thoſe with whom I acted, as a ſpe- 
culative or theoretic meaſure. The abuſes and corrup- 
tion of Government, called for it, and it appeared to us 
to be the only remaining poſſible remedy. Can the no- 
ble Lord (like his maſter, the Miniſter of England, 
whom he endeavours to copy) forget that he was himfelf 
the ſtrenuous ſupporter of Reform? If he” has, let him 
aſk the county of Down—the county of Down knows 
it. The noble Lord has talked of diſappointed ambition. 
Iwill tellthe noble Lord that I have been more than once 
in my life in a ſituation to ſpurn at every honour and 
emolument that the Government of the Country could 
offer, becauſe I felt that the conduct which I ſhould be 
required to adopt, in conſequence of accepting them, 
would be degrading and diſgraceful. What has the no- 
ble Lord refuſed, that has been offered to him ? What 
ſacrifices has he made to thoſe principles which, he pre- 
ends to poſſeſs, But I will ſay no more I ſhould ſcorn 
to enter into a competition of character with the noble 


Lord—an honeſt and impartial country will, I truſt, 
judge between us. 


j 


The queſtion was then Put— 
For the adjournment, | 47 
Againſt it, EY 


The Houſe accordingly” adjourned to the iſt of 
June. | 
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